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TENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Group Art Unit: 2862 
Examiner: Dixomara Vargas ^^^^^9 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT AND AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated January 3, 2002, the above-identified patent 
application is being amended as shown below in the Clean Version of the Amendments and as 
shown in the Marked Up Version of the Amendments attached hereto. 



0^ 



Clean Version of the Amendments 

In the Specification 

Th e paragraph on page 1, lines 4-6 should read as follows: 



he present application claims the benefit of U.S.S.N. 60/172,199, filed on December 17, 



1999. assigned to the assignee of the present application and incorporated by reference herein\ ^ 
/ Th e^ para graph on p age 1, Hnes 8-1 1 should read: 



■^^^he present application is related to U.S.S.N. 09/738,236, and U.S.S.N. 09/738,233, both 
filed on the same day as the present application, assigned to the assignee of the present appHcation 



and incorporated bv reference. herein,Fr 

200S mum\ 00000093 09738235 

64.00 OP 
54.00 OP 
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In the Claims 

Claim 9 has been amended to read as follows: 



-J9. (Amended) The MRI antenna of Claim 8, further comprising a second coaxial 

cable unit adjacent to the first coaxial cable unit such that the first and second coaxial cabl© units are 
inductively coupled during operation, the second coaxial cable unit comprising a second inner 
conductor and a second outer conductor, each having first and second ends, respectively, wherein the 
second outer conductor substantially surrounds the second inner conductor and the first end of the 
inner conductor is electrically connected to the second end of the inner conductor across a capacitor 
and the first end of the outer conductor is connected to the second end of the outer conductor across 
a capacitor; 

the second inner conductor comprising a first section between the first end and a third 
end and a second section between the second end and a fourth end, the third end and the fourth end 
being electrically connected across a capacitor; 

the second outer conductor comprising a first section between the first end and a third 
end and a second section between the second end and a fourth end, the second and fourth ends being 



electrically connected across a cap acitor.y=— — 
I The following claims have been added: 



~~ — " 

^ (New) The MRI antenna of Claim 8, fiirther comprising a support supporting the first 



and second sections in a same plane.-- 
i^^^ "^'(New) An MRI antenna, comprising: 
^ detecting means for directly detecting magnefic resonance signals emitted by a 

subject; and 



WP-18858. 
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receiving means for inductively receiving signals corresponding to the detected 
magnetic resonance signals from the detecting means, and for providing received signals for 
analysis; 

^ ^ wherein the detecting means shields the receiving means from direct detection of the 

\j^Jfj magnetic resonance signals means.-- 

(New) The MRI antenna of Claim^^flirther comprising filtering means for filtering 
the detected signals and the received signals.? ^ ' — 



Remarks 

I. Status of the Application 

Claims 1-88 are currently pending. Claim 9 has been amended. Claims 86 - 88 have been 

added. 

II. The Restriction Requirement 

In an Office Action dated January 3, 2002 in the above-identified patent application, the 
Examiner required restriction between the claims of Group I (claims 1-70 and 84), drawn to an MRI 
antenna, Group II (claims 71-77 and 85), drawn to an MRI system, and Group III (claims 78-83), 
drawn to a method of detecting MR signals. 

Applicant elects the claims of Group I, with traverse. 

It is respectfully submitted that restriction is not proper between Group I and Group 11. The 
MRI systems defined by Claims 71-77 and 85 of Group II include antennas substantially similar to 
the antennas defined by at least certain of the apparatus claims of Group I. In paiticular, the MRI 
system defined by Claim 71 includes an antenna substanfially similar to the antenna defined in 
apparatus Claim 54; the MRI system defined by Claim 72 includes an antenna substantially similar 

WP-18858.1 o 



PTO/SB/17(11-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0032 



the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1095. no 
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